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President’s welcome 

It can be scary to take on a job following on from a true master, 

someone so good and talented that they epitomise the very meaning 

of the role.  These were my feelings when I took on the role of 

President of Worldward from the one and only Gideon Futerman, 

someone to whom this whole organisation owes a great debt.  He will 

be sorely missed by me, and by his other colleagues, at Worldward. 

But still, with sadness and loss there is opportunity.  While we 

may have just lost a great figurehead of our community, we still 

have much to be proud of.  A rejuvenation of the social media team; 

fortnightly blogs now being uploaded onto our website; the revival 

of our quarterly newsletters; new groups of people getting together 

and spearheading initiatives within Worldward. 

I think that’s what, as an organisation, we’re all about; using our 

grit and determination to force a positive outcome from 

compromising situations.  It was within the compromised situation 

of the COVID-19 pandemic that Worldward came to be, after all.  

We’re proud of what we do; we take pride in our work, which is why 

we want to share our message with more and more people. 

And so, without much further ado, please, sit back, relax, and 

enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin Goldstein, President of Worldward & newsletter editor, 

March 2021 



 

 

A farewell to Gideon 

Futerman 

 

Worldward founder, first President and leader, Gideon Futerman, 

stepped down from his position in early February.  Here is an 

amended excerpt from his farewell message to volunteers: 

 

“I will be resigning my post as Worldward President with immediate effect. I 

have decided this based on both what I think is best for me and my future, as 

well what is best for the organisation.  

 

“My vice presidents, Hannah Green and Benjamin Goldstein, will be taking 

over for me, with Benjamin Goldstein as acting President until an election. 

They are capable and brilliant leaders, as many of the rest of you are, and I 

have my full trust that the organisation will continue to thrive and grow. 

 

“Worldward has been a part of my life for three years now, in its various forms. 

For the first year, it was an idea in my head, merely a vision and a dream. For 

the second year, I tried, and failed, to bring that vision to fruition. Then, when 

we relaunched Worldward anew just over a year ago, I could not have 

imagined it would grow to the thrivingly successful community it is today. It 

has surpassed my dreams of what it would become, so thank you all. 

 

“I have made friends in this organisation, got to know people from across the 

world, grown myself, learnt new things and new ways of seeing things, but at 

some point, we all get to the end of the road, and for me, this is it. But please, 

don’t let this be the end of the road for Worldward and this community. Invest 

in it, get to know your fellow volunteers, create a truly thriving community. We 

have a most remarkable, egalitarian, global community of youth, utilise that, 

and get to know people from across the world. It is on the strength of the 

relationships in it that this organisation will succeed or fail. 



 

 

 

“This cause, of combating the climate crisis, is a great one, and one I continue 

to believe in and dedicate myself to. If you continue to believe in it and act to 

that end, both in Worldward and outside of it, then we will succeed, I am sure 

of that. So don’t be afraid to initiate projects, to explore ideas, to take on 

leadership, no matter who you are or where you are from. We all have things 

to offer, so don’t be afraid. 

 

“I will always remember Worldward, what we have achieved, who I met, and 

how it helped me grow and learn. This may be the end for me, but it doesn’t 

have to be for you all. Thank you, thank you for making this organisation so 

special. And I wish you all the best in the future, and look forward to hearing 

incredible things about where this organisation goes. And please, stay in touch! 

 

Thank you, truly, for changing my life.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gideon Futerman 

Founder of Worldward 

Ex-President of Worldward, 6th October 2020-5th February 2021 

Volunteer June 2018- 5th February 2021 

 

 

 



 

 

Worldward news 

 

• In June 2020 Worldward officially made a partnership with ideologically 

aligned ‘Teach the Future’.  We look forward to what our future together 

holds! 

• That same month, Worldward appeared on top youth radio station 

‘Wizard Radio’, putting forward the case for climate restoration 

• Also in June we conducted a complete website reboot, making it clearer, 

more user-friendly and packing it full of new content! 

• About a month later, in July, we initiated an MOU with Zimbabwe-based 

organisation Action for Nature, to put into words our plans to work 

together 

• In July also we spoke to Voice Mag, talking COVID to climate restoration 

• Our open letter to the Climate Activist Community, governments around 

the world and the general public was published in The Guardian on 13 

November, urging everyone to 

take steps in their power to make 

climate restoration a reality 

• On 14 December we held our long-

anticipated launch event, with 

guest speaker Sir David King 

• In January we sent a 

representative to Today for 

Tomorrow’s ‘Wellbeing Week’, 

touching base with several 

prominent figures, such as Clive Lewis 

• On 5 February, President Gideon Futerman stood down, with Vice 

Presidents Hannah Green and Benjamin Goldstein as interim 

management 

• 28 February – Benjamin Goldstein appointed President of Worldward 

 

 

 



 

 

launch event 

 

On 14 December 2020, Worldward held its official Launch 

Event, an incredibly exciting initiative months in the 

planning, held virtually on Zoom (in true COVID fashion!). 

 

The event kicked off with a speech from 

extra-special guest Sir David King.  An 

esteemed professor and former chief 

scientific advisor to the UK Government, 

Sir David is a big name in the restoration 

community, and we were honoured to have 

him with us.  Sir David went into depth on 

the science behind Climate Restoration, 

using data and evidence to show why mere 

mitigation would prove insufficient in 

averting complete climate catastrophe.  He 

made a compelling case, engaging the 

audience throughout: a massive thanks goes out to him from the entire 

Worldward team for joining us and being, in general, such a large source of 

inspiration to our organisation. 

 

We then heard addresses from our President Gideon Futerman and two Vice-

Presidents, Benjamin Goldstein and Hannah Green.  Gideon followed on from 

Sir David and touched on the science a little more, as well as explaining where 

Worldward fits into the Climate Restoration advocacy niche.  Benjamin 

outlined our ‘Meaningful Action for Climate Restoration’ initiative, a scheme 

that will reward companies and organisations aspiring towards, or working at, 

net negative levels (more details to follow on our Social Media pages and our 

website!)  Finally, Hannah spoke about the educational side of our organisation, 

from our free online resources to the talks we deliver to educational institutions.   

 



 

 

We were then treated to a video put together by 

the social media team, featuring Worldward 

volunteers from across the globe putting 

forward their cases for restoration.  This truly 

showcased the extent of our movement, and the 

increasing global presence committed to 

Climate Restoration as a solution to the climate 

crisis. 

 

In the latter part of the event we were delighted to host some online networking, 

which was truly elevated by the presence of some top scientists, activists and 

CEOs.  Many exciting connections were made, our community growing ever 

stronger! 

 

With a turnout of over 50 and lots of truly glowing feedback, we were delighted 

that this event was such a great success, and are excitedly planning for our next 

big showstopper.  Watch this space! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The USA has re-joined 

the Paris Agreement.  

But what does it 

really mean? 

You may have already heard about new US president Biden’s decision to re-join the Paris 

agreement. But why is it something good for the planet?  And will it 

be enough to say we're a step away from the climate crisis? 

During his first day as the US president, Biden signed 17 executive 

orders (including the reincorporation of the US in the Paris 

Agreement), which Biden heralded as representing "the start of a 

new beginning" for their country. As tweeted by the administration, 

the US "will be back in a position to exercise global leadership in 

advancing the objectives of the [Paris] Agreement". But why is the 

Paris agreement so important? 

This famous agreement has, as its main objective, the facing of global warming through a 

union of committed nations, both developing and developed, in the hope of tackling 

growing carbon emissions, and the resulting ecologic disaster. It's a truly global endeavour 

since it secured commitments from nearly every nation on earth. But it also recognizes the 

responsibility that the largest economies, and biggest contributors to the greenhouse gas 

emissions that drive climate change, have. Through this agreement, wealthy nations work to 

ramp up climate finance for the most vulnerable countries already suffering the most severe 

impacts from climate change. 

Certainly, several experts now say this agreement itself is not sufficient because the pledges 

are not ambitious enough and will not limit global warming’s rise to 1.5 or even 2°C.  “The 

emissions cuts promised by countries are still wholly insufficient,” says Corinne Le Quere of 

the University of East Anglia, who studies global emissions: and according to Piers Forster of 

the university of Leeds, it would take nothing less than “a true world revolution” to tackle 

even the modest target of 1.5°C. 

But, as we can currently see an increased multitude of extreme weather events all over the 

world, it is evident that the climate crisis is 

already here (many countries have already been 

facing it for decades), and we must find more and 

diverse alternatives - such as carbon capture, 

storage technology, restoration - to address it if 

we want a secure future. 

By Leila Escobar 

 



 

 

Last of the Amur 

Leopards 

 

Sunset was beginning to penetrate the wintry skies of far eastern Siberia. The rugged 

white mountains, overlooking the vast wilderness that surrounds them. There 

between the valley lies “Land of the Leopard National Park”, however, it was no 

more. 

Maxim cried over the two slain carcasses. It is likely 

he’ll never see an Amur leopard again. These 

majestic creatures once reigned over the lands of 

Primorsky Krai. They graced their territory during 

twilight hours, manoeuvring through snow with 

their agile and deft movements. Their presence was 

enough to clutch the hearts of sika deer and wild 

boars nearby. He has seen one of them during this auspicious hour, a very rare and 

magnificent sight to behold. It is still etched in his memory, when he happened to 

spot a leopard during one of his patrols beyond the threshold. The sleek, cream 

coloured fur with beautiful, prominent rosettes can truly take anyone’s breath away. 

Being solitary in nature, the leopards would rather take a path less traversed. Yet, it 

is man who always got in the way.  

Bitter tears welled in Maxim’s eyes. Sitting on all fours, he grasped the snow tainted 

with their blood and crushed it within his hands. A s a ranger, he was their preserver 

and guardian. Like a knight in shining armour who would die for his kingdom, it was 

also his duty to protect these leopards from any harm. Instead, he was overcome 

with wild emotions since he failed at his duty: the one thing he was sworn to protect 

but failed. He remembered the oath he took that eventful day once he joined the 

rangers.  

“I, Maxim Andreyev, solemnly swear in front of ‘Land of the Leopard National Park’ 

to safeguard Amur leopards from any threats, trespassers, and poachers. Hence, I 

promise to ensure the safekeeping of their habitat and future progeny so that they 

may flourish.”  

He took that oath upon his soul. Yet milestone after milestone, mainly 

disappointments came. Despite their best efforts, no matter the vigilance, the 

Leopard population kept declining at an alarming rate. They often blamed it on illegal 

logging, deforestation as the usual culprits. Nobody can deny the harm they bring. 



 

 

However, poaching is and will always remain the 

main cause for concern. Maxim knew that since 

he caught some of these scoundrels himself. 

Once they are handed over to the police, the job 

is done. He feels foolish to realize that they 

should’ve taken stricter measurements.  How 

can he ever let such filthy minds decide the fate 

and existence of the most precious leopards! 

Shrouded with rage and anguish, he wished to take the punishment upon himself 

and grab those monsters by the neck. Even the frosty air cannot cool the burning 

sensation he felt throughout his being. Ten years into his career, he could not fathom 

how some humans seek to gain riches by killing innocent animals. He can never 

forgive them!  

As the last two Amur Leopards lay lifeless on the snow, Maxim resolved to find the 

poachers who caused this annihilation. He will bring justice to this ordeal since only 

that alone can bring a sense of solace. To think his dedication as a ranger was all for 

nothing was an abomination. As darkness began to taken over, he faltered his way to 

the vehicle and drove his way into the thickness of the forest.  

 

Zombie Pipelines 

They lay… 

Numb beneath the earth. 

Miles of them assembled, abandoned. 

Rotting until it befouls 

Water and land. 

 

Indeed, 

What’s left of the greenery 

Will surrender and turn to dust. 

To these decaying zombies 

Beneath the earth. 

 

Both by Mayeesha Azam 



 

 

Fancy your art skills? 

 

Worldward is proud to announce the launch of the Adam 

Smith art competition! 

 

Be it a drawing, painting, shading or even computer 

graphics, we want it! 

 

Send in all your climate change- themed art to 

info@worldward.org for a chance to have it featured 

on our website, alongside your name and a short 

piece by/ about you, if you wish 

 

Please share to anyone who might be interested. 

 

 

Good luck!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@worldward.org


 

 

Campaigner capers 

It’s not all dying animals and rising sea levels – try your hand at 

some of our puzzles! 
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Jokes* 

Why does the climate want 

privacy? 

Because it is changing. 

 

 

 

Two planets meet. The first 

one asks: "How are you?" 

"Not so well", the second 

answered "I've got the Homo 

Sapiens." 

"Don't worry," the other 

replied, "I had the same. That 

won't last long." 

*Courtesy of ‘The Climate Protection 

Construction Site’ 

Arranged by Naomi Davis 



 

 

 


